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colleagues in the struggle in which they are about to be engaged.
I reflected that the position of a Viceroy in these days is more
difficult. He has a Legislature just about to meet in which
these very difficult problems will come up for discussion. He
has His Majesty's Government to consult on many of these
problems, and so perhaps you will not be surprised by my envying
the position you at present occupy to which you have yourself
given expression. I wish I could take part in your deliberations
and express myself with the freedom of a President who has
already put into writing with his colleagues the conclusions at
which he has arrived. I shall watch with the greatest interest
the report of your discussions.

The recommendation now made that duties should be imposed
not merely for revenue purposes, the hitherto accepted fiscal
policy for India, but with the object of fostering and protecting
industries, a new departure for India, deserves all the attention
of the mercantile community as well as the public. The President
and the members of the Commission were entrusted with a
responsible and difficult task. A study of their report shows
that they have devoted considerable thought and study to the
investigation of the complex problems presented to them.
Whether individually you agree with their conclusions or not,
we must all be grateful to them for their devotion to the public
interest. The position is complicated by the financial conditions
of the country which must always in this respect be kept in mind.
Heavier duties have been imposed in recent years for the purpose
of approximating revenue to expenditure. Whatever may
happen, whatever decision may be reached regarding the recom-
mendations of the Commission, the Government on whom the
ultimate responsibility will always rest, must take into account
the revenue needs of the country. In truth, this is merely
stating what must be self-evident to all who give thought to the
subject and is embraced in the general fundamental principle
that regard must be had by the responsible authorities to the
general welfare of the community and must not unduly favour
one section of it. It should not protect one industry to the
disadvantage of the rest of the community. It has been fully
recognized by the Commission that we must be careful that the
general desire for the industrial development of India, which is
commensurate with its larger population and natural resources,
does not lead to action that may eventually retard instead of
advance the prosperity of the country. There can be no diversity
of view in this respect. We are all aiming at the same goal, the